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Claims 1-22 have been cancelled. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 

31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Cancelled) 
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45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently Amended) Muffler device of a motor vehicle a eeef&agjs stem <r 
comprising: 

two mufflers, anri 

an actuator for changing a flow resistance of exhanst p ases flowing through the mufflers 
to change the damping chara cteristic of the muffler rievir-.fi 

wherein the actuator is provided in a pipe bifurcati o n comprising an inlet and two outlets, 
each outlet being connected by a connecting pipe to one of fee m ufflers, and a thr O Ug hflow m « 
section of the inlet being vari able bv means of the actuator , 

wherein the actuator comprises an active co n trol element an d a separate actuating 
element comprising a low pressure container, a low p ressure side of a diaphragm in the W 
pressure container being connected via a control duct to o ne of a vacuum pump and an intake 
pipe of the motor vehicle engine, a middle of the diap hragm being connected to the active 
control element, and 

wherein the an electromagnetically operable on/off valve is a 3/2-way valve is arranged 
in the control duct and comprises a first connection to one of the intake pipe or [[a]] the vacuum 
pump, a second connection to the low pressure side of the low pressure container, and a third 
connection to the atmosphere, the first connection being connected to the second connection in a 
first valve position, and the second connection being connected to the third connection in a 
second valve position. 

48. (Currently Amended) Muffler device of a motor vehicle nr-mr^ te otem ?\ 
comprising: 
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two mufflers, and 

an actuator for diang in g a flow resistance of exhaust ^ fw mg thrown th. mnffw 
to change the damning characteri stic of the muffler device. 

wherein the actuator is provided in a nine bifurcation .nn, r r j sing an ^ aTlH two outlets 
each outlet hein P connected h y a connecting pine to one of tb. wn e rs , md a , hrni1ohfl ^ ^ 
section of the inlet heme variable hv m eans of the acrnatnr 3T1 n 

wherein the actuator comprises a valve plunger that is guided, sealingly and displaceably, 
through a sealing plug in a partition of the pipe bifurcation between the two outlets along an 
axial axis of the inlet, outward as far as a spring housing containing a spring. 

49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently Amended) Muffler device of amotorvehi,,!* aeeef&ag te nlnim 23, 
comprising: 

two mufflers, and 

an actuator for changing a flow resista nce o f e xh au s t gases flowinp through the muffler, 
to change the damoinp c haracteristic o f the muffler ripvir.* 

wherein the actuator is provided in a nine bifurcatio n comprising an inlet and two outlets 
ea ch outlet being connected by a connecting pipe to one of th e mufflers, and a throughflnw cress 
section of the inlet being variable bv means of the actuator , anH 

wherein a sealing plug is sealingly received in a hollow-cylindrical housing section of a 
spring housing or of a pressure container or low pressure container, and is secured to the housing 
section on the a partition of the pipe bifurcation . 

51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Cancelled) 
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53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Cancelled) 

55. (Cancelled) 

56. (Cancelled) 

57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Cancelled) 

59. (Cancelled) 

60. (Cancelled) 

61. (Cancelled) 

62. (Cancelled) 

63. (Cancelled) 
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